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Or view as bleſſings, when compar'd to mine. 
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Nurs'd in the Lap of Healch, 
Waste e 
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In roughen d Sports unnot 


As yet a Stranger to the name of Fears „ — Wy 


Sleep crown'd the Night, a Innocence the Day. 
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My Speeches flatter'd, e en my Faults 
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With all that Plenty yields, and all that Peace, © i 
| By ſweet Content's endearing Smile refin' 


' Theſe I enjoy d; what more could Tpoflels 2? 1 


ghts unruffled, and a guiltleſs Ho 
My Thoughts unruffled? e 1 
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For wayward Fortune ſoon 
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And in one hour my boaſted Peace was loft, © _ 
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"Twas at an Man when Cynthia 8 riſing ones 
(With ſtrength increaſing, eager t 5 prevail, ** 
Diſputed Empire with departing Day; // Ns 04-0145 
And ſoft Refreſhment/ſigh'd in eV ry Gale: 


Forth as I wander d with Compoſur e mild, On gf AE bini 
Compoſure never to return aga!n n 

Perſuaſive F ancy was my only Guide 
(Too oft the Guide to- Miſery and Pain!) An 15 bodo ok 


Soon, near a Hut, all over-ſhagg'd with Thorn, 
(Near Avon's Banks the pleaſing Manſion lay 
It ſeem'd methought, where Induſtry was born, 


Far from the treach'rous world, from tumult far away.) 


5 A Nymph I view'd, moſt exquifitely fair, 


Humble her Garb, and innocent her Mien; 


To what, my Friend, can I her Charms compare, 


Till ſomething more than Mortal can be ſeen ? 
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No vonder then, my vacant Heart was caught, 


With ev'ry pleaſing, ſoft 
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Behind an Oak, immoveable I gaz d. 
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Till Health endanger'd by ſurrounding Dew 


She mov'd unconſcious of the Storm 
Th' obedient Wicket ſtole her from 
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To you, my Friend, well vers d in Lover's woes, 1 


1 Need J relate how painful crept the Night? | = 
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5 Each Day was Torment, till its welcome Cloſe 25 19 oY 
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In vain did Muſic every aid im part: Lon I 


Friendſhip, once pleaſing, ſeem'd officious 


Books too were tedious, nor could reach my heart, =. 
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Full oft the ring Sun sey enim n bn 1/115 
Full oft' the Moon,” Cor panion of my Tears; 
At length the mighty paſſion I reveal d.. 


With many a Sigh ſhe heard the Vows I made. 
While many a Bluſh confeſs'd her Virgin Fear; 
Still would ſhe hide, what ſtill her Eyes betray d. 


Tho' half diſpleas d, yet half inclin'd to her. 


When now the Shock of Virgin Fear was Oer, 
And ſoft Confeſſion crimfon'd evry Look; 
Belief confirm'd, what was but Hope before; 


The winds were huſh'd, methought, for now ſhe ſpoke 1 


If tis a Crime, for Modeſty to hear 
The preſſing Vows of a Superior's Love; 
Far greater, to believe thoſe Vows ſincere, 


His Hopes encourage, and his Flame approve. 
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** Obſcure in Birth, and lowly in Degree, 
Some Hind's attention is the moſt I claim; 
For Wealth's alluring Garb delights not me, 
Raſh my Pretenſions were to Pow'r or Fame. 


Content with whom my watchful Stars provide, 


Our mutual Hopes untinctur d with Deceit; 


Tho' mean, I riſe ſuperior to the Pride 
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Of Numbers vainly fighing at my Feet. 1b 
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Plant not in me your ſecret hopes of Joy, 0 


Nor fruitleſs labour in ſo poor a Soil; 03 
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richer climes thoſe pleaſing Cares employ, 


Where Charms ſuperior bloom to crown thy Toil. 


Go and thro' Learning's mazy paths purſue 


Its bright Reward—immortalizing Fame ! 


Or ſearch her, where, alas! ſhe's known to few, 


In acts of Virtue, or a Hero's name. 
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« Enough for me, theſe few domeſtic Meads, 
Where to our Labour ſprings a large increaſe, 
Where Nature laviſhly her bounty ſheds, 
And Virtue deigns her Votaries to bleſs. 


«3 Faſt by the Pillow of an aged Sire, 
To aid the ſtrength, which added Years impair ; 


Prevent the pains his feeble Wants inſpire, 


Repaying Love with Love, and Care with Care. 
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Great was that Love, which to each infant Want 
Gave every Joy, that hung within his reach; 
Great vas that Care, Examples to implant, 


To force the Maxims, which his tongue would teach. 
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Full many an hour, (for tas his greateſt Pride 9* 


T' enrich my Knowledge, every Means he ſtrove, 
Studious to give, what niggard Fate deny d, 


And the dark Veil of Ignorance remove. 
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Nor muſt theſe Lips the ſmalleſt glimpſe impart.“ EY 
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Enflam'd with Hope, more preſſing far I grew 


With greater Force renew'd my eager Flame; = 


Told her, that Love no cold diſtinction knew, © Nik 
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For in his Court all Votiries were the ſanue. 


Soon to Perſuaſions Voice a yielding Prey, IJ mo 
With high-illumin d Joy ſhe equal burn'd ; Ed 2 


With her the hours like Lightning ſprang away, ay 4 
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Oft' for Relief ſome Story ſhe'd relate . 


Of tend reſt ſort, while tear on tear ſtole down; is 


Bewail the dear Similitude of Fate "l 


And mourn at Grief expreſſive of our hn. "20 
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But Rumor buſy, ee er wich Miſchief fraught, 1 | 
Soon o'er the Plains the ſpreading] News diffus 1 | 
My Father's Ears th unwelcome.” ings caug \ | 
Who thus his ſanction With Diſdain refus G. | | 
« Unthinking Boy! thoſe idle, Thoughts forego, _ i at 
Stainto thy Kin red! to thyſelf Diſgrace 3 | | 
enounce thole fancied Charms; at once: ar.know 
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But Love, the Maſter-String that tunes the Soul, 
Yields ſweeteſt Muſic and ſincereſt Joy: 8 : 
Could not ſubmit, diſdaits 


— — 


1 of Controul, 7 | 
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Which would its Peace and rip'ning Hopes deſtroy. 
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Deaf to her Merit, and my ſuppliant Pray 15 
Nay, deaf to all, but all-ſubduing Pride: 
By means more rigid, fatal that = were! 


Far from che object of my tend'reſt love, = HOMER - 


Drove me an exile for the Thirſt of Fame ; Ton 
| MVMliſtaken Scheme, that Abſence would remove, 
= What abſence only would the more enflame ! | 
He feign'd Improvement was his chief deſign, 
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| But what could Study to a Mind like mine, 
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4 But add new Terrors, and inflift new Pain? 
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Then leſt a eee Mess Maid ſhould bear. 
V Time revolving quickly would reſtore; Do 
e Proclaim'd me wedded to ſome diſtant Fair, 
Alien to all thoſe ſacred. Vows 1 ſwore. B 750 H; ys 


She heard !—nor dida Murmur or rReply,. 
The ſtrong Emotions of her Soul confeſs N55 

No ſtarting” Tear to aſe; no.burſting Sich, 
e to thoſe Tokens f Diſtreſs. 


Secret ſhe pin d, while-Death's ſure working Art. 
- | With ſlow advance kept minin g all within; 49 od 
Strong was the Fever, and ſevere the Smart, e % 
Too fatally effectual though unſeen. +1 | 


5 on = Six Moons, beneath a Tutor's harſh Conſmand. 
1 Deep in a gloomy College cloſe conceal'd; 51 85 
Had ſlowly wand; ere while ſome __ han 4 
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Told me, Life's leſs ning Remnant nearly flown, 
Semira : ſought the Grave, her only F riend ; 


My name with blaſted Perfidy « 0 ergromn, | 
Alike by all believ'd, by all condemn'd.” 

Fhat cautious Matrons now perfuaſi very, 
From Vows like mine to warn each wary Maid; 
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That ardent Youths, now fear'd, meet this Reply: ; 


„ So Silvius ſwore, and Sylvius has betray'd.” 


Torn with new Grief, unable more to bear, 


I led———the night propitious taught the way; 


The panting Steeds urg'd on with cruel Care, 
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Thither convey'd me ere twas perfect day. 


Vain twere t attempt Deſcription of the Sight, 59 
Or name the torture of my ſuff ring Mind; oh 

Far diffrent Meed my abſence to requite,  - 
Than that my Faith had fondly hop'd to find! 
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All pale, in Silence wrapt,, whilſt either eye 
Upward was fixt in patient Faith compos d; 

Which ſeem'd her worſt affliction to defy, 

And bear the keeneſt Anguiſh Fate impos'd. 
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At length ſhe tur nd, and caught me in her view; 


Long Time inſenſible-{t 


She gaz'd awhile, then, ſhrunk in haſte away, 
As though reſolv d to bid a laſt Adieu. 


Faſt as my Tears and burſting Sighs would ſpeak, _ 


I aim'd once more her firm Belief to win; 
Unravell'd the ſucceſsful curſt Maſtake,, - 
How falſe the Tale, how injur d we had been. 


Sudden ſhe ſtarts, and a freſh Gleam of Joy, 
Seem'd Life, tho' near depar 


Art thou then true? no Pain can now deſtroy, 
His Sting diſarm'd, een Death can hurt no more. 
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e Forbear thou cruel Tyrant! looſe thy hold ! ; 1 


For now I'm bleſt ah! me, my feeble'boaſt! W 
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Sylvius, too late you come, too late unfold; n RM 1995 | | | „ 
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With Death I grapple, quickly 
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* Spare me but now, ah! ſpare his bitter Fate, © © 15 Lo 
Who flew to eaſe my 
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And oft when ſad Remembra 
2. Thy tend'r 
Think what ſhe bore with patience for your ſal 

Think of her Fortitud 
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_. * Sylvius, adieu! ſure I may. claſp thee now! 


To yon inviting Realms I ſhortly go, .. 7 


Adieu! my Love, be patient and be bleſt ! 
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No fun ral Pomp I aſk, t adorn the way, 


No hir d Diſtreſs to damp th' inſulted Bier; 


One Sigh of thine will ev'ry Rite repay, 


My Shade contented with thy ſingle Tear. 


Above, ere long methinks, again well meet, 


Where Death no more, nor Parents can divide; 


That future Hope make preſent Bliſs compleat, 


Fly then, impatient Soul,” ſhe ſaid, and dy d. 


Twas then this hand . raſh Agent of Deſpair, 
Had plung'd me hence unſummon'd, unprepar d - 
But that her voice methought ſtill cry'd, forbear! 
Unnerv'd my Arm that could not what it dar d. 


With 
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With reſtleſs Grief, I wander through the Gloom, | 1 


And haunt the deep Receſſes of the 7 


With many a heart-felt Tear bedew her Tomb, = 


| i 0 
| And oft' invoke her dear departed Shade. N __. 
1 
No more theſe Eyes their needful Reſt ſhall nñave ,. 1 ap 
( (Th' ideal Form ſtill ſeen which gave Delight) | _ 
Till Death ſhall cloſe them in a filent Grave, . | 1-9 
And wrench her Image from my failing Sight 1 
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AB ELARD at ELo1sA, famed in the-twelfth Century for a diſtinguiſhed Share 
of Learning and Beauty, after a partial Series of Misfortune and Miſery, ariſing 
frogs: an unhappy Fathon, retired, for the remainder of their days, each to a 


- 


ſeparate Convent. Many "Years after their Seclulion, Eloiſa, having accident- 


ally met with a Recital of Abelard's Misfortunes, in an Epiſtle, he had newly 
ſent to, o his Friend Philinthus, (which awakened all her Sorrous) ſent him a 
Latter fraught with her uſual Tenderneſs which occaſioned Abelard once more- 
to addreſs her: and though he 5 to conceal a Flame, which bad once 
ſo powerfully ſwayed him, by diſcovering very ſtrong Proofs of Converſion; 3 i 
yet could not avoid frequent Relapſes, his Penitence ſeeming moſtly by Starts, | = 
and without any Uniformity ; till towards the Concluſion, where he ſeems. 


: 155 entirely to devote himſelf to Repentance. 


From that Epiſlle of his, the following 1 1s e partly extracted. 
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Could I have thoug 


Nor wak'd thy Grief, by the 


That Tale our mutual Sorrow would renew; 


(Wherein 
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TE Careleſs I wrote, in heart-felt Colours drew Jeu 7.0 
| Balm to my Friend, but almoſt Death to You. W EN 
May this my laſt thy wand ring thoughts compoſe, = 
And point that Heav'n, Repentance only knows 15 
When firſt Affliction gain'd ſuch banetul Powr, 
And Rage and Shame ſucceeded, ev'ry Hour; 
When from our Sight Proſperity N 
And with her eviry earthly Comfort flew: | 
- ſought Aſylum, urg d by dire Diſgrace, 5 
And hop'dit molt in this ſequeſter d Place; 
Sought, by Religion, to ſuppreſs the F lame, 
Which mock' d my Manhood, and increas d wy Shame; 
Hop a to extirpate each familiar Pain, " 


— 


Reflection olt' embitter d o'er again; 

Then firm reſolv d, tranſported with my Fate, 
Not to forget alone, but e en to hate. 

Alas! how fleeting ſuch Attempts, and vain, 


| With more than uſual Heat, I blaze again! 1 ry. 

| Sharp through my Brain, each paſt Enjoyment "TY 9 1 
And Mem'ry yields, what Impotence denies. 
| 
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Ah! what avails it ? | though of means vhereſt;, | 1 
To feed the Flame, the ſoft Idea left: 
Officious Silence; which ſhould ſooth my . „ 
But aids Reflection, and admits Deſpair. T 
From thee, as from a Foe, 1 quick remove; hi . 
How ſoon that Name is ſoften d into 8 
Alas! how ſoon our ſolemn Vows decay, 1 9 
Should ought, but Heavn, our way'rin g Minds betray! 
But very rare, in Convents you will find, | 
That ſacred Walls can ſanctify the Mind; 
Or that the Soul, unſhaken in its Pray'r, 

Makes God and- God alone its Idol there. 
Fear it, my Eloiſa, fear my Love, wo y 
To blaſt, with earthly Joys, thy. Joys above; = 

Nor ſeek, aſſuming ſweet. Religion's Name, 
To veil the Deed, and ſanctify the Shame. 
Oh!] that I once had felt this Power divine, 
And with that Knowledge had enlighten d thine! 
How happy then but other F ates deny d 

| To juſtify thee, as my virtuous Bride. 


I ſaw, 
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| I ſaw, and lov'd; with Tranſport I ſurveyd 
The guiltleſs Truſt, and afterwards betray'd> 
Pour'd pois'nous Doctrine in your greedy Ear, 
And ruin d what (by Heavn) I held moſt dear; 
x̃xplor d che ſweet Receſſes of your Mind, 
Nor ſaw, that Love was lurkin g eloſe behind: | 


That ruling Paſſion over all prevail d, 


: And triumph' d moſt, where moſt my Pidcopts tail d. EM 
0 Such was our Fate, by various Tempeſts toſt, | 


When You your Virtue, I my Freedom loft. 


All pitying Heav'n! when will Diſtraction ceaſe ? 
Will neither Tears nor Faſts procure me Peace ? 


Behold, how proſtrate here in Duſt I lie, 


And on Repentance caſt thy gracious Eye, : 
In Mercy view the Conflict I endure, 


At leaſt abate it, if you will not cure. 
| Alas! ! in vain; for I but feign to grieve, 


Which may Mankmd, but cannot Heay' n deceive: rl 
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No outward Sanctity can Grace obtain, 
While Thoughts within, the ſolemn Form profane. 
When in the Choir, where heav'nly Hymns unite, 
To fill th enraptur'd Soul with pure Delight ; 
Where liſt ning Angels catch the pleaſing Sound, 
And Virgin's Tears bedew the hallow'd Ground : 
Approving Conſcience gladdens all but me, 
My abſent Heart ſtill whiſp'ring nought but Thee; 
And yet leſs Guilt attends the actual Deed, 
Than brands the new Deſires, which thence proceed. 
Oh! that the Means were eaſy, as the Will! 

How would I fly, each Cov nant to fulfil! 

Or that with th object Paſſion would remove, 
And Abſence be the Sepulchre of Love! 
When Love appears, all other Thoughts decay, 
As Spectres vaniſh at approach of Day. 
Spare, Elois, ah! ſpare thy Eloquence, 

Nor with Reproof awake my keeneſt Senſe: 


Name not, bright Saint, thy Conſtancy again, 


That Cauſe of ſo much Pleaſure, ſo much Pain: 


D 
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| Too juſt are all thy heav'nly Charms pourtray'd, 
Too oft” reproach my Guilt, without thy Aid : 
Thy boundleſs Gifts are rooted in my Breaſt, 
Thy Virgin F avour deeper than the reſt. 


How bleſt the-Youth, whoſe Soul Compoſure knows, 


Nor melts with Wiſhes, nor with Rapture glo ws! 
Kindling no Paſſion, is not Paſſion's Slave, 
Whole great Dependance lies beyond the Grave: 
Content ſeeks Shelter in his peaceful Breaſt, 
Such, ſure, (if aught below can be) is bleſt: 
But doubly curſt, who, ſeeking Love's ſoft Fires, 
In endleſs Pangs of Jealouſy expires. 
What art thou, Love? what art, beyond a Name? 
| Deceitful Paſſion ! viſionary Flame 
Which, ſave ſome tranſient Joys, by Heav'n, art ſent 
Beneath the Name of Rapture, Puniſhment. 
Nor Fame, nor Honor, lur'd my pliant Soul, 


But twas thy wond rous Beauty caught the whole; 


That 
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That Air divine, majeſtic Eaſe and Grace, 
Thoſe earthly Stars, that dazzle on thy Face, 
That ſweet Diſcourſe, which my attentive Ear, 
Tho' once heard fatal, liſt' ning ſtill would hear. 


Such were thy Charms, not one alone, but all, 


Could I but yield, when theſe adorn'd my Fall ? 


No more, my Eloiſa, we'll deſpair, 
But make our only Hope, our only Care : 
Let us the World, its foibles, all diſclaim, 
And only know Mankind, but by the Name. 
Swift let us fly our Comfort to redeem, 
And ſnatch from Providence an op ning Gleam. 
Shall we ſuppreſs Religion in its Dawn? 
Pluck off its Roſe, and only leave the Thorn? 
Or obſtinately cruſh the infant Root, 
And blight the Bloſſom, ere we know the Fruit ? 
Still blind, perſiſt in Sins, when unforgivn? 


Renounce our Vows, when regiſter'd in Heav'n? 


* 


Sal 
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Shall I ſo ſoon forſake my recent Home®? 

If ſo— to what drear Cavern ſhall I roam 77 

If ſfo—ah! teach me how I can avoid 

The following Vengeance of an injur d God! 

Let me conjure thee, by our deareſt Ties, 

Our future Hopes, our common Miſeries 

Oh ! ſuffer me to fly impending Fate, 

And ſeek for Shelter, ere I ſeek too late. 

Thy greateſt Love will be, thy Love to ceaſe, 
My Mem'ry, Vows, and all of mine releaſe : | 
For now I fear no Rival's urgent Claim, 

But God, that awful Witneſs of my Shame. 
With ſecret Tranſport, I your Charms reſign ; 
With equal Joy, you catch the Flame divine : 
"Twill ſure repay each glorious Struggle here, 
The Bliſs as certain, as the Vow's ſincere. 
Then antedate that Tranſport of the Soul, 

Oh eager haſte to reach the ſacred Goal: 
Surrounding Seraphs ſhall with Joy convey 

A Charge more bright, more lovely far than they . 
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But mark the ſolemn Contract it requires, 

Which Heav'n demands, and Piety inſpires. 
. that Abelard (O painful Debt!) 

Muſt'Eloiſa and her Charms forget: 

No leſs ; that Eloiſa muſt reprove 


All buſy Symptoms of returning Love: 1 


Nay more; defeat all inward Senſe, that gives 1 1 
Forgotten Abelard, or hints he lives. by 
Oh, ſlight it not, but view the trembling Thread, $ 
That holds Deſtruction doubtful o'er our Head: 0 
Moſt certain is it, we muſt now adore bY 
Him, who neglected, thinks of us no more; 

Treat with Neglect, what lately we ador d, 

And dawning Grace inſpire each Thought and Word; 
Ere we can gain the Paradiſe in View, 


Or ere expect, Salvation will enſue. 


My doubtful Frailty I will now confeſs, 
And paint each deſp'rate Effort of Diſtreſs. 3 1 
py Loſt 


30 


AB E L AR D 


Loſt as I was to Nature's nobleſt Plan; 
At beſt, a mere Apology for Man : 


Scarce ſuffer d Love's ecſtatic Joys to know, 


Ere forc'd the dear bought Pleaſure to forego; : 


The common Bliſs, the meaneſt Worm enjoy d, 


Stopt i in its Courle, and in its, Spring e a. 


What could I do, conſum'd in fruitleſs Fires, 


My Pow'r leſs perfect, ſtronger my Deſires ? 


In haſte I ſtrove; at leaſt, to hide thy Charms, 


And tempt thee blooming to Religion's Arms: 


Within a Convent chaſtly to retire, 
To ſtop the Doubts of reſtleſs, vain Deſire; 
Leſt ſome ſucceſsful Rival ſhould partake 


What dire Revenge oblig'd me to forſake. 


Heav'n! with what Eaſe thy ſwift Conſent I ſtole . 


With ſoft Perſuaſion won thy yielding Soul! 


But while thy Bliſs my ſole Concern appear d, 


Twas but thy Infidelity I fear d: 


Forgive, my Elois', forgive that Fear, 


The Offspring of Affection and Deſpair. 


Could 
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Could I have ſeen that perfect Work of Heav'n 

To ſome warm Youth's prevailing Wiſhes giv'n? 

Seen him, in endleſs Rapture, gain thy Charms, 
And ſink ſecurely in thy folding Arms? 

Whilſt I, mere Shadow of man's rightful Claim, 

In all deficient, though in Form the ſame : 

A Prey to Jealouſy, forgotten lie, 

And een refus'd the Privilege to die: 

Image Enjoyment in its firſt Degree, 278 

Now long ſince fled from Elois' and me; 

While Fancy wanders each Deluſion o'er, 

Which charm'd me once, but now will charm no more. 
Such Thoughts too fiercely ran through ev'ry Vein, 
That Danger paſt, I brave all other Pain. 
Thy Veil more laſting Happineſs affords, 

Than all the prov'd Uncertainty of Words : 

Beneath that Shelter ſafe Ideas rove, 
Excluding all untimely Thoughts of Love. 

With Kindneſs, oft' you'd liſten to my Pray rs, 
Kindneſs, which could but ſpeak with gath'ring Tears : 


Oft' 
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Oft', half complying with my urg'd Requeſt, 
Reply, my fav rite Convent was the beſt : 


The more I preſs'd, more beauteous far you grew, 


Nor dard I mention, what I found too true : 


All Means alike,, embrac' d without Delay, 


By Night my Study, and Purſuit by Day: 


No Taſk too ſmall, that ſeem'd to aid my Cauſe, 


And none ſo great, to give a Moment's Pauſe: 


Een Bribes (excuſe my Bluſhes now) prevaild, 
Where ev Try leſs ſucceſsful Motive fail d; 
Twas Gold thy Siſter's real Thoughts conceald, 


Whoſe well-feign'd Happineſs taught thee to yield. 
Hail! ſacred Walls, that Elois' contain ! 


Hail! dreary Manſion, form'd to ſoften Pain! 


= 


Oh! what Repoſe i in thee Suſpicion finds, 


Effectual Antidote of doubtful Minds ! 


Long may Religion hold her Empire 8 | 


And Virtue guard thee, its peculiar Care ! 


Tas I, that led thee to the hallow' d Shrine, 


Saw you embrace, and kiſs the Cloth divine; 


Heard 
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Heard thy ſweet Voice diſtinct, though trembling ſwear 


To fly Mankind, and end you Being there: 
Then on th' uplifted Croſs you fix'd your Eyes, 
A doubtful, loving, willing Sacrifice. 

Confirm that Vow, and force thy tardy wit, 
Which, {till neglected, will be fatal ſtill. 


Hard is the Taſk, I own, t' exclude entire, 
Nor leave one Spark of ſuch a mighty Fire : 


Yet not ſo hard, but Pray'rs may ſoon obtain, 


Pray'rs built on Faith, elſe Pray'rs themſelves are vain. 


You call me Maſter; oh! forbear that Name, 
For what 1 injur'd once, 1 cannot claim : 
Call me not Father, that my Guilt may hide 

A term too horrid, that of Parricide. 

Why by a Brother's N ame our Fortunes Join, 
When but my Crimes alone reſemble thine ? 


Am I your Huſband? there indeed I'm curſt, 


Since Fate and Fame have join'd t' inflict their worſt. 
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Since then thoſs ſacred Titles you have wron ud . 
To honour me, to whom they ne er belong * 
Oh! blot them out, and for the Guilt t lade 
Diſplay forth Characters indeed / own; 

Paint Murder, Rapine, all you can invent, 

And point out me, each Vice to. repreſent. 


[ 


Hark ! for, methinks, I hear an Angel's Voice 
Intreat your Care, nor murmur at the Choice; 
When Words, like theſe, falute your op ning Ear, 
Are you not raviſh d with a Sound ſo dear? 
When Heav'n enjoins, can Elois' forſake? 

Or doubt it's Promiſe, when her all's at Stake? 
Slight not its Love, more pure than falling Snow, 
Nor loſe the Shadow of a Thought below: 
Leſt your torn Breaſt relent in vain, and prove 
How fierce that Anger 1s, which once was Love. 

When the laſt Trump ſhall wake the gen'ral Dead, 

And Juſtice ſhake her Balance o'er your Head : 


When 
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When Heav'n's Great Judge ſhall take his awful Seat, 
And all, arraign'd, ſtand trembling at his Feet : 
” When een the beſt {hall doubtful wait the N od, 
And Guilt appall'd, ſtart at th' approach of God: 
| What can you plead, who have his Grace deny d? 


His —— who for your complete Salvation died ? 
How will you ſhudderat this juſt Decree ? 

. *© Depart, ye curſed, far depart from me 

Who, when I ſtrove t' obſtruct your fatal way, 
Deſpis d my Doctrine, and went more aſtray : 
Since then my Precepts could no Ear obtain, 
Your Griefs I hear not, and your Pray'rs are vain : 
In endleſs Torments be your Pride oercome, 


Unalterably fixt your everlaſting Doom! 


Oh! think how glorious tis, to brave Diſtreſs, 
And, ſpite of Dangers, dare at Happineſs: 
Still more, how much more glorious to ſucceed, 
When Woes unnumber'd magnify the Deed. 
& Let 
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Let ſweet Content your recent Life endear, 
- Welcome the Scene, familiarize the Sphere; 
The Chains of Chriſt embrace with dear Delight, L 
Whoſe Yoke is eaſy, and whoſe Burden light ;” 
Nor think our Suff rin gs are his Wrath's Decree, 
But view his Mercy in our Miſery. - 
_ *Twill ſoon be clos'd, Life's Mockery decay; 
And Death unbar the Gates of endleſs Day. 
Then while above in Ecſtacy we gaze 
On our Redeemer, and record his Praiſe, 
Supremely taſte of Joys unknown before, 
And gather Tranſports, that will fade no more; 
Our new-born Souls o'erwhelm'd with Bliſs ſhall be, 
Plung'd in the Maze of vaſt Eternity. 
Oh! farewell, Elois', no more but this; 

Preſerve the Relicts of my laſt Advice; 
May Heav'n permit, as once my Love could guide, 


With like Succeſs my Zeal may now preſide 


& 
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By my Example, be my Precepts fir 4 

With Ardor glow, with Energy inſpir'd! 

Should an unguarded Thought (which Heav'n fpteteud ') 
Dart 'croſs Converſion, and a while ſuſpend : 

Think of me now, as brooding oer my Woes, 

And worn in Pray'rs this hated Life to cloſe. 

Oh! gaze not back on far-flown fatal Youth, 

But charm'd with Truſt in this experienc'd Truth: 

That Hope, in future Life, reflects more ſolid Bliſs, 

Than e'en the keeneſt Pleaſures yield, poſſeſt in this. 
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UARD me, ye Nine, from an inſulting Age, 
If home: felt Saris tinge the calling Page; 
To your Protection take my early Lays, 
Which know no Refuge from their infant Bays, 
Whoſe ſlender Twigs Aſylum ſcarce ſupplies 
From the dread Fury of th' inclement Skies, 
Whence Critics hurl their reſtleſs Malice forth, 
And each rude Wind conveys ſome partial Wrath : 
From ev'ry Point their noxious Breath employ, 
And but a Glimpſe of Worth at once deſtroy ; 
6” 2 Eber 
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Eer ficke ning at another" 8 ring F ame, N 
Nip off the Bud of ? a ſuccehif il Natne.” E 


Keen 1 18 the Climate, where theſe F uries dwell, 


IT. 


No Sun their baneful Influence can diſpel, 
Who can t endure. the Worth, they can t excel; 


{4+ 
No Cordial there expiring e cheers, ME 
No blooming Laurel in the Wild appears ; 
N ay, all a 4. beneath thi infected Zone, 


Which envious blights al Produce, but their Own. 


Ah! ſhield, ye Nine, theſe Lines from ſuch a Fate, | 


"Theſe artleſs Lines, which aim not to be zen 


To * ARSE. does the Theme belong! 
To thee I conſeerate the aſpiring Song! 
Thou univerſal Ruler of Mankind 
With thy ſoft Influence purify my Mind, 
With ſuch a AB ca animate my Breaſt, 
That no bale Wiſhes may my Peace moleſſ 


Let me not Envy, emulate alone, 


Nor pine at other's Greatneſs, tho I ſeek my c own : 


Did 
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Did I ſay Greatneſs ? yes: : What Greatneſs? hold! 
Not ſuch, the wealthy Starveling ſeeks 1 in Gold. 
In glitt ring Heaps ſees future Honours ſpring, 
This ſuch Eſtates, this ſuch a Place will bring: 
Counts ineach Piece a charm he neer ſhall know, 

And as he gathers Wealth, but gathers Woe : 
Can lee Neceſſity implore | in vain, 

Refuſe his Mite, nay, to increaſe his Pain, 

Some foul Reproach compleats his harſh Reply 
Go ui wore wretched, wanting Charity, 

Than him more wretched cloath'd in Poverty! 
Than him thou hurl 'it indignant from thy Gate, 
With all thy hidden Wealth, untouch'd Eſtate 

Is this Ambition ? this the thing call'd great ? 

If 'tis, ah! keep me from increaſe of ſtore, 

Nor make thus great, who greater am thus * 


But mark how chang d, Calamities appear, 


Diſeaſes, A ge, and in the painful Rear 
Stalks griſly Death, obedient to his Call: 
Dreadful Uncertainty, fo ſure to all! 
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Of all 9 molt Wc. PE moſt bs Te 
Where ſtrict, th Account ſhall of thy Cas appear, 7 


And outward Proofs of inward Miſery, ..., 
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His wither d hands, tho eager; to with held. 8 
Now feebly offer his diſcolor d Gold, 7 


Too late thou Fool, for lo! th dll SY 
Now cloſes all; too punctual is the Pow], 
That ſweeps, thee bence, deteſted and, forlorn, = = 


(For thee more happy hadli thou neerbeen born ) . 
Sweeps ay to that laſt all- eie Nane 
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More ſtrict, than thy ſuſpicious Av'rice 1 
With aching Eyes e er kept of e eee 8 
So oft' examin d, ſo much oſtner told 
In ſuch Proportion, as the, burſting sich, 

The gath ring Drop that ſwells the ſpeaking 3 


Could melt che rigid Marble of thy Breaſt, 


Or, penetrate the Cobwebs of thy Cheſt ;. 
So ſhall thy Crimes, receive of F ** 'n, 


That ſhare of Mercy, which thou here haſt g1V'n. 


Thy 
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Thy Riches now, once fav'd with ſo much Care, 
Supply the Cravings of thy laviſh Heir : 

Each widen'd Coffer now reſigns its Hoard, 
And Luxu ry uſurps thy miſerable Board : 

Thro' various Ways thy leſſ'ning Subſtance pours. 


And num'rous Viſits 'drain thy num'rous Stores. 


So in ſome Depth of Rock, collected Snow 
wil as its bulk augments, the harder grow ; 


While churliſh Winter's Graſp untouch' d will keep, 


Nor ſpare one Morſel of the monſtrous Heap ; 
But, when the chilling Tyrant's Reign is oer, 
And N ature ſhall ſucceſſive Spring reſtore; one 
When oft beheld by Phœbus' piercing Beam, 

The ſhrinking Mountain runs a plenteous Stream : 
The Stream in various Rivulets divides, 


And equal F orce impels the ſev'ral Tides: 


Swilt, to their kindred waves, they ſpeed their way, 


And undiſtinguiſh'd join the gen ral Sea. 
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Not ſuch as warms the riſing F emale's Breaſt, 2 
By Women envied, and by Men careſt, 1 
Whoſe carlier Days the lole Ambition know, 
To vie in Beauty, or excel in Show : SE 
The Mind neglected ſpeaks a Soil overgrown, 
And choak'd with, Weeds of Vanity alone: ; 
E'en Nature's Flowers, where moſt ſhe meant N adorn. 


Are ſo conceal'd beneath perplexing Thorn, 
That ſhe ſubmits, ſubſervient to Art, 


And F aſhion, powerful F aſhion, [ways the barren bean 


Arm'd thus with Pride and many a fancied Grace, 
Thoſe ſure Attendants, on a palling Face, 1 
Thinks here ſhe rivals, there can quite ſurpaſs, 
Then fondly views in the deſtructive Glaſs 
Beauty ſhe has, nay Beauty ſhe has not, 

5 And reconciles to Grace the fouleſt Blot. hy 5: . 

*Ere long amid the ſhining Throng muſt roam, 

To practiſe what ſhe but-rehears'd at home: 3 
Calls forth new Charms, diſplays a ſtudied Mien, 
Well pleas'd to ſee, tranſported to be ſeen ; ; 


Now 
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Nov at the Op' ra, | Play, | the foremoſt Row ↄY . ö | 
On either Side that uſeful Toy + a Beau: © — i 

5 (Obſervant Apes with imitating Toil, l | 7 
Sob when ſhe ſighs, and grin at ev'ry Smile,) 


Now ſunk in \ Grief FER ſeems, now e _ 


* x £© 


radelt well eigne d ws alt ring Ae ell 
Profuſe in Smiles, as prodigal in Tears: 
Much Folly ſeen, and more unſeen beſide, 

Her waſted Hours, in tiling Cares divide, 
Till Nature whiſpers, Miſs ſhould be a Bride: 


Now mark Ambition's Strides, its Progreſs view! | | 


One Lover can't ſuffice, ms neer fo true gp 2999 22 © ; 
As ſoon contents 1 a ſingle 1 „%% 1 
With num'rous Conqueſts, muſt her Reign begin : 
Nor 18 Worth can move her fixt Diſdain, 
; All ted with Hope, feed on, ye Fools, in vaint 20 
To higher Rank aſpires the proud e 
| Lurd with an Equipage and 2115. fl 
And fancies Splendor will her Bliſs compleat. 


} 
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Soon from Experience, will her Reaſon wake, 
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Nor till too late, perceive the dire Miſtake. 


Thus pleas d, the ſmiling Infant will ſurvey 


A mimic Watch, and with the Bauble . 
Single i it out from the neglected reſt, 


And 'cauſe moſt brilliant, conſequently beſt. 
With conſcious Dignity and Pride, behold 


Its ſpangled Caſe; and Figures all of Gold: 

Suſpicious holds, tho eager to diſplay, 1 17 
Leſt the dear Plaything ſhould be ſnatch'd E951 | 
But with 1 its Beauty when familiar grown, 

Beauty admit d, but by himſelf alone; 


Diſſatisfy'd reviews it oer and oer, 


Begins to hanker after ſomething more, 


And thinks, that if ſuch Charms without are ſeen, 


How wondrous charming it muſt be within! 
Soon ſome Miſchance betrays its want of wheels, 


And the unfiniſh d vacant Toy reveals. 


Now 
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N O in a Mirror view her future Liſe, 
A titled Strumpet, or an injur d Wife: 
Barters her Love for Wealth, zeſiſtleſs Bait! 
Or ſells her Virtue, ö for a Couch of State. 
N ew Beauties foon her reſtleſs Mate, employ, | 


Charms unpoſſeſs d conſenting, Charms deſtroy: 
No more, her Arms the Wand'rer can detain, 


No more, her Love the cloy d Seducer gain: 
Now Wealth ſubſides, now Pomp deluſive flies, - , 
8 Her wretched Pittance Raiment ſcarce ſupplies. 
Some ling' ring Pain embitters all her Hours, 


And Conſcience, Vulture- like, her Peace devours. 


Peruſe, ye candid Fair, nor glow with Hate, 


Judge not, that from a part, the whole I rate 
Or that with Malice teems the free DeſigRn n 
Judge not, ſome Libertine here takes his Aim 


Who cloy'd with Beauty, now muſt needs defame: 


G TOE | Not 


Not ſo 
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The Sex I honor and revere,; 
Believe me, Ladies, for the Boaſt's ſincere? 


N ot ſo- As muc 


* mn I can e 


As much eſteem, where Nature — 
As I deteſt che Soul; Slave te At. 
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And oh! avert, 'of "7 Ambition Work, 
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That with whoſe Sparks the ſeeming Pairior's e curl 
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Who to che gaping Multitude reveals 
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Secrets he knows not; what he knows conceals ; . 


Fir'd in a Ca uſe, he calls his Country's $ Good. 
(Embrac 'd by few, 55 fewer underſtood) 
Whilſt his own Int reſt f is ; alone 'purſu' en 


3 La Ng 


Now ſees impending 8 Ruin 


4 


the State, 
Dreadful as ſure, and whiſper 4 5 he Great. 


LL be 


In that Proceeding lurks ſ ſome 458 'd Deſign 8 


from 


And with Suſpicions loads each ſpecious 140. 


2 . | 
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The cred'lous Hearers, anxious of their Fate, 


| Loudly applaud and ſecond his Debate. | 
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Curſt ! 
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Curſt! who can thus prefer a fading Pow'r, 
| To the ſoft Plaudits of a peaceful Hour; 
Can riſque the Sweets of an approving Breaſt, 
To be by Fame, by Villainy careſt: a 
Can blinded by a Rabble's falſe Huzza,, ... 


His King, his Friends, and een his God betray: 


Proof to the Stings of Conſcience and of Shame, 
Barter his Honor for an empty Name; 


SOW damn'd Rebellion in a bliſsful State, IA 
And brave the Threats of an a avenging F. ate. 


But, the true Guardian of his native Laus, 


Whoſe Deeds no Int reſt but his Countr 45 8 draws, | 


All ſelfiſh Vie ws apart, alone preſerves 8 
A falling Country, 3 which his Care, deſerves; 
Agd tho' a People's 8 Welfare! IS in View, 8 
A Sov reign's 8 Dignity: can value too. 
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No idle Stir, to. ſoil bis god- Aike Cauſe, 851 PY | 


Save, from ſome daring Outrage. on the Lars, 


Gt 


| The 
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Muſt cringe ;- 


When from Invaſion, from Oppreſſion free; 
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The Laws of Freedom ; then to interpoſe 


'Gainſt home - born Tyrants as gainſt foreign Foes, 
With bold Defiance; then becomes the Man, 
His injur'd Country's Safety to maintain, 7] 


His Soul ſhould blaze with true Ambition s Five, 


And in her CUB: or conquer or expire. 
Such as of old, „ een PIER e e 

Were thoſe, who bore i in ancient Rome a Swayz _ 

Who, when Neceſſity implor d their Aid, 

Undaunted ribute to its Safety paid; 


Each i in the Council wiſe, the Field as brave, 


At once her Guardian, and at once her „ ; 


(Not Slav'ry that beneath a Tyrant's Frown | 


a voluntary Slave alone.) 
For when the Bus'nefs of the Fight was Ger, 


And idle Trumpets rous'd their Blood no more; 


Each with his Fill of Fame and Liberty, WET 773 
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Could in the humble Cottage be at Reſt, 

N or aim with Wealth or Titles to be bleſt, 

No Wealth had they, ſave what their Virtues brought, 
No Titles, beyond Honeſty, they ſought: 

Well pleas d could ſow, as well as reap her Grain, 
And as defend her, could as well maintain; 

With honeſt Toll incteaſe her Land's Produce, | 

And private Labour, tend to public Uſe : 

With equal Skill the Foil and Target wield, 

Or hurl a Lance along the hoſtile Field ; - 

With equal Skill, the Plough or Scythe ue e bal 
In either Cauſe ambitiouſly prefide. ee. 
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Gods! wou'd ſuch ſacred Panting, ſuch e 1209 3A 


Our modern Candidates for F ame _ A le 10%) 


Wou'd they as bravely after Glory thirſt, 4217 lo 
In Valour foremoſt, as in Rank'the EA 2 aokwnof 
Thus if they fell 
Wept oer by ſome, lamented long g by all 1417 1126 oy 


how envied thus to fall! 


A ſecret whiſper from an inward Pow'r- 


Heals evry Wound, and cheers the waſting Hour, 


Bids 


. 
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Bids Death wich Traiiſport his Remains receive, * wy 15248 
N or caſts a ſecret” ling ring Wiſh' to Tier” A 
Immortal Wreaths of Laurel' ſpiall aboutid, | en 
And flouriſh oer the Hero ſo reniown'd ; e 


His gratefiil'Cotthity' to à future _ bn vat 


. 


Tranſmit his Glory in th' h 
Sacred the Earth ſhall be, whereer kh 8 Aald NA in dan, 
And watchful Angels hover round his Shadle 44 


His parting Spirit Heav n well pleas d receive 


chat Earth can pive.” sc 
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Nor ſuch the vile dependant Bard can a boaſt, RL 745 


By F ortüne "lighted; by Vexation'croſt / 
Who racks out tedious Hours in udious Pi- i 


And for another's Purſe employs his Brain: 


Still labours on, the Taſk or right or wrong, 


Nor cares to whom the Characters belong 
Sufficient that he gains his Patron's Smile, 
CorreQs his Grammar, or improves his Stile. 
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Read but th' Abuſe, in ne'er ſo hamper'd Proſe, 

In Verle, the ſtudied Meaning he'll : ns 

(F or Poetry is Satire's Sunday-Cloaths.) 

Juſt as he ſpeaks, the rhyming Clerk. "IN 

What wonder P he's. well paid for what, he writes: : 


Beſides, . he gorges 2 at a great Man's Board, 
And his Employer 


—what, good eee A. . 
Next to his Patron, he maintains a Place; 
Nay, farther yet, promoted to ſay Gere b 
Say, who are theſe he laviſhly commends 
—huſh ! they're his Lordſhip Wy” as - 
Why dare degrade. i in ale Language thoſe: 1 

III tell you, they're ſuppos d his Lordſhip's "SHY 


Commends at random, and at random blames, 


80 beyond bounds ? 


Yet knows not why, nor whom he thus defames... 


How diff rent I whoſe diſintereſted ee, 
F'en to good humour Satire can n el 
Whole ev'ry Word, whole ev ry Thought's his own, 
And the free Language dictated by none: 


Who, 
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Who, ſhould he ſcourge but ſcourges to reclam 
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And Innocence becomes the Stru L 


Proceed ſuch Bards!'exert your ſtrongeſt Pow, 
N Greatly ambitious; aim but to reſtorre (17 / 
| Your bright n 5 100 : 
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a 1 1 , 
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Be born ye Sh . 
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- There Imitation w SDA, — 

Twill be original to copy him; 
| A gen rt s Publie will YC L [Toit "repay, -/ Ble $9912 gm] 
=_ Immortalis d the Xuthor in che lay; 
3 No vacant Seats ſhall ehill the ws | 


Laa, 


1 Admiring Crowds ſhall at ideas; Ur 51 5201 0 


ö . And Britth 


| t, Britons hall be friend V | | 
= , .. 1 i Stage again, unrivall'd in Reno wn, | 
j 7 E more with foreign beende dre I 
Shall boaſt; fuperior Genius Gf heft Gem 
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Hence, Pageantry, with all thy Glare depart! 
Which cheat ches ee, bur cannot reach the Heart: 


ug 


In vain, ye ſtrive the wretched Piece to grace, 
Like ancient Coats, hung round with modern Lace: 
Collly, but plain, the Suits our Hearts would wear, 
And tho' well dreſs'd; not tawdry would appear : 
E'en Faſhion's Self ſhall teach her brilliant Throng 
To point their Favour, where it ſhould belong: 

To the deſerted Theatre reſort, 

Nor more from foreign 8 ſhall import 
Imperfect Slaves, in mimic Manhood dreſt, 
(And een but walking Inſtruments at beſt; 

Whole Muſic can the plaintive Tale reveal, 

And breathe ſoft Accents, which they cannot feel 19 
To lord it thus, in ſuch a mean Eſtate, 

And chaunt in Favor, with the ſeeming Great ; 

How much corrupted-are theſe Great Ones, ſay, 
Who falſly raviſh'd, for a ſingle Lay 

Can think a Thouſand Pounds not thrown away ? 


Hence, drunk with Wealth, unnat' ral Warblers, TTY" 


Lo! Reaſon yonder leads returning Senſe ! 


1 Ceaſe, 


A MBIT ION b 
.* 4 at; nf 4,4 ' 15 5 7 | 


. 
——— 2 ! 


by 


| 
"= 
Fa 


* 7 . £5 5 0 
O — — £ — * * 
— AA INCA <7 CA EAI I eo Ot — Manes 7 


— 
. 
n . S „ 


Ceaſe, ceaſe your Notes, which give Reflection pain, 
For Nature ſhudders at your ſweeteſt Strain: 


To your own Climes, your ill- got Wealth convey, 


And laugh at Fools, chat ſuffer d you to ſtay. © 


Be mine, ſuch only as unhurt may climb, 


Above Dependance, 'bove the Scorn of Time! 


See vile Oppreſſion inoffenſive dart, 


His Aim undreaded, as unfelt his Smart: 

Juſt lift me to that peaceful middle State, 

Nor wholly indigent, nor wholly great ; 

Which will with Pleaſure, when my own ſupply'd, 


For other's Wants induftriouſly provide. 


Nor ſee unmov'd, th' imploring Beggar's need, 


Whilſt I myſelf, of Nature's Bounty feed: 
But with unſparing, tho judicious Hand, 


Deal ſecret Bliſs where ſecret Woes demand; 


That like the Sun, whole mild extenſive Ray 
" Chales from weeping Plants, their Dew away: 
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My friendly Sight dejected Grief h 


Huſh ev'ry Sigh, and dry up ev'ry Tear. 
Be this m Ambition, this my god-like Plan, 


To liye and die a Chriſtian and a Man. 
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| ER KAT A. 
age 16. Line 11. for Hope make, read Hope makes. 


Page 41. Line 6. For ſcarce ſupplies, read ſcarce ſupply. | ; be 


Ditto Line 7. or inclement ſkies, read inclement ſky. 3 
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